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H E mingled cries of dying | 
ſoldiers, and women ruſhing 
through the ſtreets, unknowing where 
to fly to ſave themſelves; and ſhriek- 
ing infants, was dreadful! ſome for- 
getting their danger, claſping their 
Vor. II. 1 dying 
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dying friends, and lamenting the loſs 
of huſbands and fathers in one com- 


mon fate ! 


Though accuſtomed to ſuch ſcenes, 
the generous King felr for them, and 
bid the rage of ſlaughter ceaſe. Par- 

icular orders were given to ſpare and 


protect the females. 


- 


The command was heard, and re- 
garded, as far as the tumult would 
permit, not only by the Engliſh, but 
the Saracens, who, underſtanding what 
was meant, flung down their arms, 
and cried, Oppoſe no more! he is a 
a god he cannot be a man! 


While 


St. BERNAR D. 3 
While the conqueror ſtood dictat- 


ing clemency to his ſoldiers, a ſtranger 
of majeſtic figure broke through the 
croud, and, kneeling to the King, 
preſented him the colours of the Ci- 
tadel: he turned to view him, but, 
making a low obeiſance, he mingled 
with the throng, and was loſt from the 
penetrating eye of Richard, nor could 
his expreſs command find out this 


valiant knight. 


That ſame evening that Joppa was 

in poſſeſſion of Chriſtians, the French, 
under King Philip, arrived, and eſta- 

bliſhed their head quarters near the 


City, 


B 2 A tou 


ſome degree of peace was reſtored to 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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A tournament was proclaimed to be 
held, in honor of Philip and the Jate 
victory, the next day, with pardon and 
protection to all that claimed it, or 
choſe to leave the City. 

Permiſſion was alſo given tþ bury 
their ſlain, and, by the cloſe of the day, 


the affrighted inhabitants. 


De Courcy, in walking round to ſee 1 
the guards were all upon duty, was 1 
met by an aged Saracen, who requeſt- 1 
ed to be conducted to the King, that 
he might kneel before him, and thank 
his clemency. 


De 
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De Courcy wiſhed to learn Abu- 
dah's buſineſs, but, finding him al- 
together abſorbed in contemplating 
Richard's excellent qualities, he in- 
troduced him to the tent. 


The venerable man advanced en- 
raptured, and, with uplifted hands and 
bended knee, implored Mahomet to 


' bleſs the guardian of his Zoraide. 


Richard enquired who Zoraide was, 

diſclaiming all knowledge of her. 
Lifting up his eyes, which ſpoke the 
language his faultering rongue denied, 
he ſtarted from his knees ; terror took 
B 3 _ poſſeſſion 
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poſſeſſion of him, „ Ah! holy Alla, 
« am ] ſo curſt a wretch ?” 


The King, amazed, bid him be 
compoſed, and depend upon having 


whatever wrongs he had endured re- 
dreſſed. 


« Ah! valiant King,“ cried he, 
e fame once ſpoke Joudly of Abu- 
« dah's deeds; but time, that is ne- 
ce yer to be re-called or ſtayed, blots 
« out the memory of the greateſt 
« worth. Remote from courts, and, 


« as I vainly hoped, from war ſecure, 


A 


c 


I thought to paſs the evening of my 
days; but where can we fly from 
ce fate? 
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fate? I freely own I hated thee, 
« merely becauſe my trembling arm 
« refuſed to poiſe the javelin againſt 


ce thee. 


« Two children were the comforts 
Oſmond, the 


« glory of his delighted father, fol- 


« of my age: 


“ lowed the foot-ſteps of his Prince; 
« and Oſmond's glory, Oſmond's 


« worth, was heard from every 


tongue. Saladin thought him 
« worthy of his councils; his con- 
c fidant, his boſom friend is Oſmond : 
his ſiſter Zoraide; young and beau- 
* teous as the lilly, or the opening 
« role, remained to cheer her father's - 


ce widowed 


0 
widowed houſe. Artleſs her man- 


ners, and the genuine dictates of 
her heart, a heart that knew no 
guile, flowed unreſerved the in- 


ſtructor of her tongue. 


«« One day we lengthened our uſual 
« walk, through a ſmall wood, that 
<« ſhades the diſtant country from the 
« ſearching eye; I was dwelling on 
« our favorite theme, the valiant 
« Oſmond, when a deep groan inter- 
e rupted me. Zoraide ſtarted—Ah ! 
« my father, ſome poor wretch, per- 
« haps eſcaped from battle, breathes 
ein theſe ſhades his laſt, wanting the 


common offices of humanity ! 


&© Not 
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Not waiting my anſwer, fearlefs 
of danger, ſhe ran into the part of 
* the wood from whence the groan 
iſſued. 

« The firſt object that ſtruck her 
ſight was a man, extended on the 
ground, apparently dead; the other 
© a youth, nearly overpowered with 
orief, and making many fruitleſs 
efforts to aſſiſt his companion. 


« Zoraide, after regarding, for a 
moment, the fallen ſtranger, turned 
to me, and exclaimed, He is dead, 
indeed, my father 
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© The youth looked at her with 


inexpreſſible horror, and claſping 
his hands, Then I am loſt: for 
ever! and fainted on the body of 
his maſter : we raiſed him vp, and 
I found Zoraide's fears had not 
proved prophetic, and that they 
had both only fainted, the one from 


lois of blood, the other from grief. 


- 


« Their dreſs was Engliſh, and 
though declared enemies to us, hu- 
manity would not ſuffer me to aban- 
don them in diſtreſs. 


« Zoraide flew on the wings of 
compaſſion to the houſe, and brought 
« the 


cc 


cc 


cc 
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« the ſervants, by whoſe aſſiſtance the 


unfortunate men were conveyed to 
our houſe, and proper care being 
taken of the wounded man, he was 
ſoon able to tell me, that he was a 
volunteer, belonging to the Englifh 
troops, and had brought with him 
from England a beautiful ſiſter, 
whom he had placed, with proper 
attendance, at a ſmall village, then 
in their poſſeſſion ; but Lord Piercy * 
ſeeing her by accident, admired her, 


and finding her inflexible to his ſuit, 


« had carried her away by force: that, 


- 0 


«cc 


cc 


as ſoon as the news had reached him, 
he purſued the party, but all his at- 
tendants forſaking him, except Lu- 


e C1US, 
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« cius, his endeavours had proved un- 


* ſucceſsful to reſcue his unfortunate 
« ſiſter. | : 


i The artleſs Zoraide mourned his f | 
| ; < loſs, and ſtrove gently to diſſipate * 
| | the clouds of grief that retarded his ; 
| « recovery, How delighted was her 
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1 * benevolent heart, when Harcourt iſ 
_- « was able to reach the garden ; then 

| 4 8 . S.. . . 

* * ſhe would ſportive join the circling 
1 R . R 

"8 dance, or gaily to her lute the plain- 


<« tive voice of melody attune. 


; _ 1 
- = — old. — — 


« I ſaw, alas! the change in both; 
_ « they lived but for each other: I 
e reverenced Harcourt's many vir- 


ce tues; 
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tues; but, an enemy to the laus 
of Mahomet, and a ſoe to Saladin's 
high empire, reaſon and juſtice for- 
bad me to accept: I told the youth- 
ful pair that they muſt ſeparate, and 


that for ever. 


« Chagrin and diſappointment 
marked the face of Harcourt, 
while down the cheek of Zoraide 
faſt ran the trickling tear: her 
unſtrung lute hung careleſs by her 
ide, and, all diſguiſe unknowing, 
gave a free looſe to woe ſcarce ut- 
terable. I interrupted not their laſt 
farewell, when Lucius, the youth | 
whoſe uncommon affection for his 

cc maſter 
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« maſter I have before related, came 
« to the grove, with horror in his 
« face, and breathleſs with haſte; 
« Arm all, he cried, the contending 


& armies come ! 


cc Heavens! exclaimed the ſtranger, 
« is Joppa then aſſaulted, . and I un- 
<« able to ſhare the glorious conflict? 
cc but, Lucius aid me quick; let me 
provide a place of refuge for the 


A 
** 


c 


** 


lovely Zoraide. 


k 


« Pale turned the cheek -of | that 


e young miſcreant, for now I find him 


« ſuch; Any requeſt of yours, my ho- 
* nored maſter, at the hazard of my 
« life, 


18 
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« life, I dare fulfill: be it my taſk to 


E guard her, and, ſhould the rude 


« hand of war afail theſe peaceful 


« groves, to England's King, as to 
« her guardian genius, I will lead her 


e trembling ſteps; one boon I have 


eto beg, 


« Name it, my faithful Lucius, 
« cried the knight; Harcourt muſt 


grant whatever Lucius aſks. 


« Then ſuffer me, when Zoraide is 
ec ſafe, to return and ſhare your glory 


or your death, 


« His 
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« His maſter embraced him; Brave 
e youth, ſaid he, but thou art yet too 
% young to hazard, in that field of 
x hardy veterans, thy firſt eſſay. 


« No, my ever honored lord, in 
«« your defence I cannot fall too early: 
« if death ſhould meet and ſeize me 
«© ag his victim, reſpect my memory, 
<< and ſhield my aſhes from the com- 


mon lot! come, my lovely charge; 
« he then led the weeping Zoraide 
ce through the wood. 


« Harcourt drew his ſword, And 
ſought the battle. Vour ſoldiers 
6 prevented me from following my 

« child; 
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child; but 1 concluded Lucius had 
found, in Richard's tent, an aſylum 
for her innocence; for, at a diſ- 
tance, I beheld upon the walls of 
Joppa, him and Harcourt: as a 
firm rock they ſtemmed the force 
that threatened to overwhelm them 
both in one prodigious ruin. I ſaw 
the valiant Harcourt ſnatch from 


oppoſing ranks the imperial ban- 


ner-! the enthuſiaſtic flame caught 
through the line, and Joppa was 


enſlaved ! 


« All that now remains, great King, 


for me to aſk,, is Juſtice on the boy ; 
compell him to give up my child.” 


„„ © 3 


18 PRIORY OP 
« By Heaven! and by St. George, 
« the champion of our iſle, he ſhall ! 
exclaimed Richard, riſing from his 
throne; © ſee it proclaimed, good 
_ « Manſton, through the Camp; a 
hundred marks to him that firſt 
« diſcovers the knight who gained the 
« walls of Joppa; mean-time conduct 
the good Abudah to thy tent, and 
« cheer the old man's ſorrows, while I 
« walk my nightly round,” | 
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CHAP. XXI. 


JT) ICHARD was thoughtful, and 


ruminated much on what he had 
heard, when, paſſing by de Courcy's 
tent, a female voice, complaining loud, 
caught his attention; he ſtopped. 
« Why, why!“ continued ſhe, © did. 
« fate, unkind, permit that we ſhould 
C2 © 
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© Joſe the privilege of liberty for 
ce twenty years, immured where glad- 
" ſome light ſcarce ever dawned! and, 
e when reſtored to friends, to family, 
c and every fond endearing tie, ren- 
c dered doubly pleafing, by being ſo 
lately known, to be ſnatched from 
« themall, and made a moſt unwiling 


ce priſoner in a diſtant land? Oh! vile 1 
« de Courcy, tremble for the upbraid- \ 


© ings of remorſe thou muſt expe- 7 
& rience for theſes deeds! when every a 
© tear. thou haſt cauſed me to. ſhed, 
will be rendered thee ten-fold back 
« in miſery! but yet, oh! gracious 
« Heaven, ſpare his ſon; mark him 
« not out the victim of his father's 
| de crimes |! 
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t© crimes ! on his devoted head be all 


« thy vengeance; but on my Ed- 
« mund's all thy choiceſt bleflings.” 


She ceaſed, and the King deter- 
mined to ſearch deeply into the truth 
of this ſtory, He was aſtoniſhed at 
the general murmur of diſcontent, 
which-prevailed .in the Camp againſt 
his general; and concluded, in his 
own breaſt, as ſoon as the tournamettt- 
was ended, to begin a minute inveſti- 


gation of his conduct, 


He reflected, that, as a prince, he 
was the laſt to hear truth; but re- 


ſolved to be the firſt to perform juſtice. | 


C 3 „ - 
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He returned to his tent, ſecretly” 
rejoicing that he had diſcovered the 


real character of his favorite, before 


too late. 


The general, as uſual, attended his 
return, but found him thoughtful, re- 
ſerved, and gloomy. He enquired 
for Abudah, and was informed no 
ſearch could find either. Harcourt or 
Lucius ; and that Abudah was almoſt 
diſtracted, for the loſs of his daughter. 
Meantime, the lovely Zoraide was 


ſafe : Lucius, in haſting with her to 
the Camp, met Lord Edmund, who 
full well he knew, though Edmund 
fortunately recollected not him. Lu- 


cius 


St. BERNARD. 23 
cius informed him of the claim Zoraide 
had to his protection, and conjured 

him to conceal her for Lord Raby's 


ſake, where no one might behold her. 


Lord Edmund promiſed, and led 
the trembling fair to his father's tent. 
They calmed the perturbation of her 
mind. She wiſhed to ſee her father; 
nor had the image of Harcourt made 
lo ſlight an impreſſion on her heart, as 
not ſecretly to ſhare the thought. 


CHAP, 
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| ARL Manſton and his fa longed 

E wich impatience for the trumpet's 
found : by dawn of day they heard it, 
and, ſhaking off dull ſloth, armed for 
the field. Lord Edmund's heart beat 


high with anxious hope, and, throwing 


off the diſguiſe that had ſo long enve- 
| loped 
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ioped him, appeared the champion of 


his father's right. 


His armour was of burniſhed ſteel, 
and upon his ſhining helmet high 


waved the downy plume; his ponder- 
ous ſhield he held aloft, and, in his 
right hand wielded a ſword, which 
many fallen Saracens had erowned- 
with honor, and many years had, by 
a Manſton's arm, defended England's 
rights, 


Onwards to the field he moved, 
while his firm ſtep and tall majeſtic 
port, proclaimed him a knight of no 


imall rank in arms. 


Meanwhile 
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| Meanwhile the liſts were formed, 
judges appointed, and crouds of ex- 
pectant gazers thronged the field: 
under canopies of ſtate were ſeated 
the Kings of England and of France; 
the Dauphin, Duke of Burgundy, and 


all the Peers of either land. 


Many Knights were called, and 
many ſpears were broke, till again 
the trumpet ſounded, and from the 
Camp, with eager and unequal pace, 
the general came: impatient wrath 
and diſcord ſat upon his ſcowling 
brow, and ſullenly he took his ſtand. 


- oe 
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At length, through the crouded 
f?anks, Lord Edmund burſt, and 
thus addreſſed the King: 
I kneel to thee, my liege, for 
« juſtice !-—Begin this great auſpi- 
“ cious day with juſtice ! behold the 
« ſtranger Knight your generoſity 
1 would have rewarded: the time is 
« now arrived; I come to claim the 


“ promiſe of my King.” 


Richard aroſe, and raiſing up the 
youthful hero, bade him ſpeak boldly. 


« will, my liege, ſaid Edmund, 
and, turning to the heralds, bade them 
proclaim 
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proclaim the combat, and challenge 
Lord de Courcy. 


The general turned pale, and, with 
a faultering voice, refuſed to fight an 
obſcure ſtranger ; one who had chal- 
lenged him without an accuſation, and 
refuſed acknowledging a title legally 
granted. 8 

ce Say, rather,” cried the valiant 
Edmund, ce obtained by fraud; but 
© you ſhall know your adverſary.“ 
He then took off his helmet, arid 
bowed to the King. All that knew 
him, with one voice exclaimed, It is 
Lord Edmund ! 


* 
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Vile parricide,” cried de Courcy, | 
recovering again his drooping ſpirits; | 
«« Wouldſt thou fill up the meaſure of 
« thy crimes with a father's blood ?” 


« No,” faid Edmund, “it is to de- 
« fend a fatherl here I diſclaim thee, 
c and thy houſe, de Courcy; and be- 
« fore the ſaints, and this avguſt aſ- 
cc ſembly, declare myſelf Hubert, 
„% Earl of Manſton's ſon, by chance 
© alone adopted thine !”? 


C 'H A * 
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MAZ EME NA ſtruck every one: 
the King himſelf was ſuſpended 
with doubt how to act, when the loud 
trumpet announced another Knight, 
of mien unequalled, but by Edmund. 
The herald ſpoke his charge: he de- 
fied the general to mortal combat, and 


openly 


K. Z 1 . wm 


openly accuſed him as a traitor ! mur- 


derer! and uſurper 


De Courcy, eager to give ſome 
proof of innocence, to intereſt the King 


in his behalf, accepted his challenge. 


Edmund, by the King's command, 
much againſt his inclination, gave 
up in favor of the ſtranger, who, 
turning round and ſeeing him, ſaid, 
Fear not, Lord Edmund, to truſt 
ce the arm of Raby,” 


e Do I, then, again embrace my 
« friend? this is more than Edmund 


« dared to hope!“ 


Mean- 
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_ Meanwhile de Courcy lowered 
.around; he ſaw his fate before him; 
the gathering cloud ſeemed ready to 


burſt in ruin on his head. 


Again the martial clangor warned 
them to be ready, and a cloſe en- 


counter was begun. 


Long time the event was doubtful ; 


deſpair on one hand, and juſt revenge 


on the other, flowed dreadful from 
their ſwords, when, at the laſt, juſtice 
prevailed, and on the ſanguined earth 
de Courcy lay extended. 


i Raby 
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Raby and Lord Edmund aſſiſted 
him to riſe, and, at his own requeſt, 
led him to the King, whoſe attention 


was engroſſed by the latter. 


% By what proof, young man, can 
« you aſſure the world you are not 


« the ſon of de Courcy ? What wit- 


« neſs can you bring?“ 


«© The greateſt proof,” cried an un- 
known, breaking through the croud; 
* an inconteſtible witneſs, —a father! 


« Behold, my liege, and recollect ; 
* though this *ponderous ſteel, and 
ce twenty rolling years may well con- 

Vol. II. D « ceal 
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* ceal me from thy knowledge ; — 
« Hubert de Manſton, father to this 


« brave, this noble ſon,” 


De Courcy, at this tremendous 


apparition, for ſo he thought it, cloſed 


his eyes, as fearing to behold him ; 


and the pain from his wound was 


nothing to the tortures of conſcience 


which wrung his ſoul.  - 


The King heard Lord Manſton's 
ſufferings with an ear of pity, being 


previouſly prejudiced againſt the ge- 


neral, He ſympathized with him and 


his Emma; unaſked, reſtored all his 
former dignities, and inveſted him 
| with 
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with every new- acquired honor his 
liberality had miſplaced on the now- 
fallen de Courcy. 


Edmund advanced, and entreated 
the King to enquire for his Laura, 
who ſmiled at his impatience; but the 


Knight could only faulter out, in 


anſwer, '* I know not, laſt night ſhe 
ce fled.” 


Ah! gracious Heaven! again 
<« have I then loſt her, When juſt ar- 


« rived at the very ſummit of my 


0 wiſhes? oh! it is too much.“ In 

complaints like theſe did Lord Ed- 

mund bewail her precipitate flight. | 
wy 
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The King heard, and though a war- 


rior, yet his ſoul was melted; and the 


kind tear ſtood trembling in his eye. 


Each generous Briton beheld with 
Joy the animated ſcene! The father 
fondly embraced his fon ; Lord Raby 
held a hand of each; and Richard, de- 
ſcending from his throne, threw round 
them all, his arms paternal ſpread, and 
claſped his faithful warriors to his 
heart: then turning to de Courcy, 
commanded his guards to ſeize him, 


his ſtern brow indicating diſpleaſure. 


« I will not ſtain this great auſpi- 
ec cious day with blood; but to-mor- 
ro 
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« row ſhall ſee this traitor's fate ac- 


« compliſhed.” 


Earl Manſton, with a.countenance 
beaming with benevolence, kneeling 
at the King's feet, entreated pardon 
for the man that had ſo groſly wronged 


him. 


Richard ſmiled approbation of his 
conduct, and told Lord Manſton he 
was the arbiter of de Courcy's puniſh- 
ment : but baniſhed him the court for 
ever, The Earl approached, and or- 
dered ſome attendants to convey him 
to a neighbouring cottage, where pro- 
per care could be taken of his wounds, 
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aſſuring him, when perfectly recover- 
ed, he was at liberty. I give thee 
life and liberty for Emma's ſake. 


De Courcy turned away his face, 
with a deep groan. The generous 
Manſton forbore to pain his * 


and joined again the court. 
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C HAP. XXIV. 


HE tournament proceeded with 
redoubled ſplendor, and Lord 
Raby, and his gallant friend, gained 
great renown. After the ſports of the 
day, the two youthful lords retired, to 
communicate to each other the events 


that had befallen them, ſince their ſepa- 


ration. 
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ration. Lord Raby, after liſtening 
with attention to Lord Edmund, re- 
counted to him his meeting with Zo- 
raide, and praiſed to him, with all the 
energy of a lover, her artleſs inno- 


cence: “ But oh! my dear friend, 


« words cannot give you an adequate 
« jdea of that interview, ſo eagerly 
t ſought for by me, when the ſweet 


« girl, bluſhing, owned ſhe loved, but 


c that we muſt part for ever f 


« This in an inſtant daſhed every 
* hope. Ah! Edwy, ſaid ſhe, you will 


no longer have Zoraide to ſooth your 


« grief, with gentle ſtrains, to reſt; 
« a father 


«cc 


ec 


CET 
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a father commands, and ſne muſt 


obey ! 


« She heard my eternal vows with 
tears. Oh! Edwy, the thought is 
diſtraction ! while Zoraide alone 
was wretched, the could bear it 
with reſignation ; but, when ſhe 
knows thee partner in her diſtreſs, 


her heart cannot ſuſtain it! 


c Wilt thou not, Edwy, glory in 
thy eaſy conqueſt? but Zoraide 
knows not how to diſguiſe her ſen- 
timents : I love thee, Edwy; I ad- 
mire thy many virtues ; but mult 
now for ever leave thee !” . 


«cc Her 
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Her tears again interrupted her 


te ſpeech: I adored her candour; 
& yet, on what could I refolve ? my 
& duty to my country upbraided my 
tc inactivity; and my love for Zoraide 


ec hindered my forſaking her. 


t& While thus I hung over ker, in 
te all the mournful eloquence of grief, | 


te her father, Abudah, interrupted us: 

te he is, of all his countrymen, I think, | 
e the beſt, brave, generous, and good; 
te but, to his own determination, in- 
« flexibly ſevere. While drooping 
c under the rigour of his final ſen- 
« tence, the ſound of war re-ani- 


ce mated my ſoul, 


8 With 
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& With her now almoſt diſtracted 

c father's permiſſion, I confided my 

« trembling fair to the protection of 

* Lucius, and pledged my honor for 
ce her ſafety. | 


« The affection of Lucius for his 
* maſter is ſurely unequalled ! in 
« every conflict he never once for- 
« ſook me; and, though his valour, 
checked by his youth, never ſoared 
© above mediocrity, yet, all praiſe 
tc would fall' infinitely ſhort of his 
« deſerts. 


« Diſtreſs never told a tale, but he 
ee was ready to relieve, or ſympathiſe: 
cc the 


or or 

* the gentleſt maid could not have a 
ce ſoul more tuned to friendſhip and 
« affection, than this youth ; and yet, 
© how can I reconcile his conceal- 
te ment of my Zoraide, and ſo ſud- 


ce denly withdrawing himſelf? 


te Help me, my friend, to ſeek 
them; by Heaven! if he is falſe, 


my ſword ſhall do me right. 


£ 


c 


A 


- 


Edmund ſmiled, and took his hand: 
« How happy am I, noble Raby, to 
« approve myſelf your friend, and 
« to caſe the oppreſſion of heart you 


cc labour under. 


A 
* 
— 
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« Turn with me, my Lord, nor 
« think I trifle: receive from my 


« hands the lovely Zoraide. 


Her delicacy of ſentiments have 
« charmed me: I feel for you both 
« the moſt exalted ſentiments ;— 
* change not colour, Raby, the 
« image of Laura is not ſo eaſy 
« effaced, that you need fear to 
« truſt me with the beautiful Zo- 


cc raide.” 


By this time they had reached 
Earl Manſton's tent; a curtain hid 
the lovely maid, 
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« Where is my lovely Zoraide ?” 


cried Raby. 


At his well-known voice, quicker 


than thought, ſhe flew. He claſped 
her to his breaſt, 


cc 
cc 


* 


« Edwy,” ſigked ſhe, „ I had 


ee forgot the world; I only thought 


of thee, and had ſat down to 
fink with filence to the ſhades of 
night! but thy dear voice, ſweet 
voice, ſweet as the houri's, in 
the prophet's grove, charmed back 
my ſoul, and gave it to the 
world. 


Edmund 
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Edmund ſaw this meeting with 
heart-felt pleaſure, and haſtened to 
find his father, that he might par- 
ticipate with them in their joy, 
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CHAP. XII. 


HE news ſoon ran through the 

Camp. Great Cour de Lion was 
1mpatient to ſee this eaſtern fair; and, 
ever attentive to make mankind hap- 
Py, reſolved to do likewiſe an act of 
Juſtice; and, on the following morn, 
to reſtore the lovely Saracen to her 
wretched 
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wretched father. Zoraide ſighed; 
Raby was alarmed; but Lord Man- 
ſton told them to fear nothing, that 


he was their friend. 


« | know,” ſaid he, © too well 
« what ſufferings are, to trifle for 
« a moment with the happineſs of 5 
« either. We have all done the King 
« ſome ſervice, and he is noble; bur, 
« if our interceſſion fail, Edmund, to 
« ſerve his friend, muſt kneel; Rich- 
ard cannot deny the man that ſaved 
< his life, by ſo nobly hazarding his 


< own.” 


Vol. II. E. M The 
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The next morning Abudah was or- 
dered to the royal tent. With aching 
heart he went. Zoraide was there, but 
veiled: affection, however, pleaded ſo 
powerfully in her breaſt, that, antici- 
pating the King's command, who de- 
ſigned firſt to ſoften Abudah in favor 
of Lord Raby, ſhe threw herſelf into 
his arms, exclaiming, Ah! my dear, 
my honored father; again behold 
thy Zoraide! again ſhe ſhall ſing 
«© thee to thy gentle reſt, and, watch- 
< ing, ſee thee lumber undiſturbed,” 


Abudah ſtood aſtoniſhed ; but re- 
collecting his ſcattered thoughts, *Oh! 
e King,” ſaid he, © juſtly admired 

« for 


St. BERNARD. 51 


« for goodneſs as for valour, I humbly 
e thank thee for this ineſtimable gift; 

« and now have only to requeſt per- | 
« miſſion to conduct her back to my 


« once peaceful home.“ 


Lord Raby eagerly advanced; but 
Abudah, collecting all his dignity, 
Stranger, he, cried, © ſeek not 
again to diſturb the groves of Abu- 
« dah; nor tempt his child to leave 
« her father in his white age, to mourn 
« her diſobedience.” _ 


Hold,“ cried the King, © T have 
e freely reſigned your daughter from 
* my power; make me ſome recom- 

E 2 


e pence, 
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“ pence, and by conſulting her in- 
« clination render her happy. — Lord 
© Raby is a right noble Peer, high 


« in the favor of his Prince.“ — 


« T am unfortunate,” interrupted 
the Saracen, © to refuſe my benefac- 
ce tor; my country and her laws alike 
« forbid; Prince Mirzah loves the 


= « maid; for him ſhe is deſtined, and 


% muſt comply. Come, Zoraide, 


* renounce this lord, and give a proof 
* how much you love your father,” 


The unhappy fair- one ſtrove to 
ſpeak; ſhe ſighed out Edwy, and 
ſunk lifeleſs to the ground. 

Raby, 
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Raby, eager. to aſſiſt her, lifted 
her in his arms, and tore from her 


face the veil. 


The King claſped both his hands 
in an agony of horror: © Ye faints 
« and angels!“ exclaimed he, “ de- 
« fend me! Alt 18s—t is, the image 
« of my adored, my long-loſt Beren- 
« geria! look up, dear angel, for 
e ſuch thou, muſt be !-—Ah! wake 
« to life, nor leave me in this ſuſ- 0 


« pence!” 


At the name of Berengeria, the 
old man let go the hand of Zoraide ; 
and, with a pallid face of expeRation, 


E 3 | queſtioned 
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queſtioned the King where he faw 
Berengeria. 


40 Where!“ anſwered he, his voice 
broken and interrupted with emotion, 
« Berengeria was my wife! ſolemnly 
« yowed mine at the church of Cy- 
« prus; but her cruel brother ſoon 
cc diſturbed our boaſted happineſs : 
« his curſed emiſſaries ſtole our child, 
the pledge of mutual love, whoſe 
« little infant ſmiles - were both our 


« fond delight. 


« My Berengeria, oppreſſed with 
grief, ſunk to an untimely grave! 
« Theſe hands performed the laſt fad 

ce office 
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, office to the beſt of women, and 
« cloſed thoſe brilliant eyes in one 
« dark ſleep for ever!” 
He ceaſed ; and Abudah, putting 
both hands to- his turban, proſtrat- 
ed himſelf at Richard's feet; then 
| ſupporting the trembling Zoraide in 
his arms, © Behold ! great King, your 
e long-loſt child! no longer Turkiſh 
« Zoraide, but Chriſtian Elmira !” 


Richard, enraptured, embraced her, 
and invoked every paternal bleſſing on 
her head; „And thou, my better 
angel,“ turning to Abudah, © the 
guardian of my child, inſtruct me 


« how 


56 PRIORY Of 


% how we owe theſe favors to thy be- 
. © nevolence: Who art thou?“ 


« The father of Berengeria,” an- 


ſwered the old man. 


e Bleft Providence!“ exclaimed the 
delighted father. 


Elmira raiſed her eyes in ſilent 
adoration of that power which had 
ſo ſignally interpoſed, and ſaved her 
from the dreaded arms of Mirzah; but 
although ſupported by a fond father, 
whoſe eyes were rivetted upon her, ſhe 
caſt a look on Raby, and heaved a 
figh in tribute to his worth. | 

| When. 
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When their firſt tranſports were a 
little over, Abudah informed the 
King, that Omar, exaſperated at his 
ſiſter's marrying an unbeliever, ſtole 
the child from the unhappy mother; 
and concealing from him the rank 
of her huſband, made him believe 
ſhe had married a Britiſh officer, 
greatly her inferior in point of birth; 
but that he had hindered the child 
from being educated in Chriſtian ſu- 
perſtition, entreating me to bring her 
up as my own, to be my comfort for 
the loſt, the fallen Berengeria, and 
change her name from Elmira to 


Zoraide. 


CHAP. 
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ba H- A P. XXVI. 


E pauſed—and the King, after 
thanking him for his narrative, 
turned to Elmira, whom he had at- 
tentively watched; taking her hand, 
Deal candidly, my daughter; you 
« love Lord Raby; he is a Britiſh. 
« Peer, and by that title preferred 

. i . Cc by 
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e by me to any foreign Prince what- 
« ever :—If then, with pleauſure, 
« thou canſt receive a father's firſt 
« requeſt, accept Lord Raby, as the 
«© man he eſteems and wiſhes to re- 


„ ward.” 
Elmira looked at her father. 


« Your ſilence, my dear child, is 


* more eloquent than any language 
e could poſſibly convey :—take her, 
then, Raby, the moſt valued gem 
1 thy King can have to offer.“ 


Raby's joy could ſcarce allow him 
to anſwer the King's goodneſs. All 
| Joined 
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joined the general pleaſure, and Rich- 


ard was congratulated, 
Elmira alone was filent. 


« Why,” ſaid her father, © does 
« not Elmira, like the reſt, expreſs 


c her pleaſure ?” 


« Alas! my father,” cried the 
bluſhing maid, „ know not how 
« to reconcile ſo many changes — 
Secluded from the world, each 


« ſcene J enter upon appears a 


c 


* 


e dream: but if it is the airy viſion 


& only of a night, kneeling thus, I 


beg 
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& beg great Alla to grant that it may 


- 


« ever, ever laſt.” 


The King ſmiled at her earneſt- 
neſs, and giving her his hand, led 
on to the banquet, which awaited 


their preſence. 


Abudah ſtopped him for a moment, 
and took from his breaſt a little caſe. 


« My fon,” faid he, © you doubt- 
« leſs recollect the ſurpriſe viſible in 
« my countenance, when I firſt be- 
« held you; it was your ſtrong re- 
« ſemblance of this picture, which 

„ Was 
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« was hung round Elmira's neck 
« when brought to me.” 


The King remembered giving it to 
Berengeria, and her hanging it round 
che infant in ſport, 


— — — 
- a — — TE ee Dn 
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ICHARD then introduced his 
charming daughter to his great 

allies and admiring ſubjects. The 
murmur of approbation run through 
the tents, and many a gallant prince 
and courteous knight envied the happy | 
Raby the privilege of entertaining 
the 
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the Princeſs. The next day another 
battle was fought, and victory again 
declared for the allies, 


Trophies and priſoners proclaimed 
their conqueſt: among the reft, Omar, 
Abuhah's ſon, ſullenly obeyed the dic- 
tates of the victor: his proud and 
haughty foul diſdained ſubmiſſion ; 
but when brought before the King, 
and he beheld his niece, and by her 
fide Abudah, he groaned; and bend- 
ing to the earth his fiery eyes, diſ- 
dained to claim them as relations ; 
but Abudah, forgetting his captivi- 
ty, ran to-him, and related Elmira's 
ſplendid fortune. 1 


After 
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After hearing him, Omar crſt round 
a look contemptuous; and, with an 
arrogance of ſpeech unequalled, told 
his father, he had miſtaken him: he 
never made a reſolution, that time or 
adyerſe fate could make him change: 
he knew Berengeria had married Eng- 
land's King ; but, had he been a God, 
and that God in oppoſition to his laws 
and country, he could not acquieſce 
without repining; nor, if he had power, 
refrain from puniſhing her violation of 


them. 


Elmira, ever gentle, aroſe, and 
taking the hand of Omar, ſtrove to 
melt his ſtubborn valour ; hut, with 

Vol. II. F a frown, 
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a frown, he threw her from him; 
bid her be gone; called her an apoſ- 
tate to the name of Saracen, to ſtand 
tamely by, and waſte her ſpeech with 
ſlaves like him, manacled with curſed 


chains. 


In an inſtant, encouraged by a look 
from the King, Elmira unlooſed the 
bonds of Omar, and with a ſmile of 
dignity, blended with ſweetneſs, bid 
him be free as his own thoughts, 
and though he ſcorned her, not · to 


contemn her gift. 


His proud ſoul ſoftened; he turned 
to hide the emotion her generoſity had 


cauſed; 
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cCauſed; ſhe ſaw the power of natrre 
working in his ſoul, nor ſtaid for 
his further relenting: ſhe flung her 
arms round him, and bid him not 


again ſpurn her from him. 


Omar returned the embrace: * El- 
„e mira,” ſaid he, 41 forgive thee, 
« but I cannot kneel, nor pay ho- 
mage, where duty bids me hate,” 


King Kichard rofe, and taking his 
other hand, * Forbid it all the pow- 
« ers of friendſhip, valiant Omar, 
that I ſhould ſuffer the brother of 
e my Queen to kneel before my 
< throne Next to Abudah reign 


2 | in 


68 PRIORT OF 
« in my heart, my friend and bro- 
W 


Silent the Saracen received this 
proffered friendſhip, and followed ſul- 
lenly to the tent of Raby, to whom 
the King commended him; but find- 
ing his temper, after three days, in- 
flexible and ſtern, and had received 
every honor a ſoldier could deſire, 
Richard bade him go free to Saladin; 
and, as the fitteſt gift for minds ſo 
great as theirs, he ſent, ranſomleſs, 


three hundred priſoners, who, with 


loud ſhouts of joy proclaimed his 
liberality, 


CHAP, 


| 
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C HA. RR 


MAR took a haughty leave; 

and, almoſt diſdaining the gift 
of liberty, led the noble preſent to 
the tent of Saladin, who looked on 
them with aſtoniſhment, and exclaim- 
ed, © I cannot loſe my honor, by 
N making peace with ſuch a man!” 


F 3 he 
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he therefore ſent a herald, to propoſe 
terms for reſtoring Europe and Aſia to 
their accuſtomed tranquility ; but as 
feveral other powers were to be con- 
ſulted beſides thoſe preſent, Richard 
could only agree to a three years 
truce, which was ſoon after ratified, 


to the mutual joy of all parties. 


Some time was ſpent in embarking 
the troops ; and, after many. proteſta- 
tions of regard and eternal friendſhip, 
Abudah and his illuſtrious friends 
parted, he not chooſing, at his ad- 
vanced age, to hazard ſo long a voy- 


28. 7 . 


De 
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De Courcy had privately abſconded 
.from the cottage where the Earl of 
M.,anſton's care had placed him. 


Lord Raby could not yet lay his 
hand on his heart, and fay, I am hap- 
py; the flight of Laura, and loſs of 
Maud, were ſevere ſtrokes to one of 
his amiable diſpoſition, although the 
King, when on board, called forth a 
ray of delight, by informing him, 
.that when they arrived in Cyprus, 
he would unite him to Elmira, at the 
ſame altar where he received her mo- 


ther. 


+ Richard 


72 PRIORY OF 
Richard would ſcarce bear him 
from his ſight. Edmund was charm- 


ed 1 but Manſton, who knew the 
King's changeable nature, was ſilent. 


Pleaſant gales ſmoothed the ſurface 
of the ſea, and gentle Zephyrs fanned 
the curling ſails: jocund mirth, with 


playful ſmiles, ſat On every brow. 


With proſperous winds they reached 
the Cyprian ſhore, once famed for the 
great ſhrine of Venus. The beach 
was thronged with people, and the 
King came down from his palace to 


receive his noble gueſts, 


Richard, 
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Richard, in an unfortunate moment, 
introduced to him Elmira. 


Seofrid was charmed with her figure, 
and before he knew her deſtined huſ- 
band, ſuffered the little god to ſteal un- 
interrupted into his heart, and after 
artfully diſplaying a moſt advanta- 
geous treaty before her father, ſeized 
the opportunity, and pleaded his paſ- 
ſion with every argument he was maſ- 


ter of. 


Richard ſaw the deſign ; but the 
intereſt of all Chriſtendom was at 
ſtake, 


Cyprus 
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Cyprus was the only convenient 
port to lodge their ſtores,” and was, 
in fact, the grand ſupport of the 


5 Cruſades. 


He conſulted the Duke of Bur- 
gundy, and Manſton: the former, 
uſed to arbitrary power, looked on 
love as a momentary illuſion of youth, 
and adviſed the King to ſtudy his 
own and allies intereſt, - by giving 
Elmira to the King of Cyprus: but 
Manſton, ever benevolent and hu- 
"mane, propoſed a medium, and wiſh- 
ed entreatics and perſuaſions to be 


tried with Seofrid. 


Raby 
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"Raby was half diſtracted, when 
Lord Manſton, to prepare him for 
the worſt, acquainted him with this. 


unexpected misfortune. 


Seofrid, however, had not gene- 
roſity enough to feel for Lord Ra- 
by; his only god was himſelf; he 
ruled over, Cyprus with an iron 
fway, and only behaved with civi- 
lity to Richard, to further his own 
deſigns, and avoid rouſing his war- 
like genius; yet he knew his own 
conſequence too well, to think he 
ſhould be eaſily given up: he, there- 
fore, urged his love with ſo much 
earneſtneſs, that Richard: took the 

- 


Ca 
165 
* . 
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| fatal reſolution of facrificing Elmi- 


ra's happineſs to policy and duty; 


he paſt his word, and, to performs 
it, propoſed their ſeeking her. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. xxx. 


HE morn was beautiful, and 

newly roſe; the eaſtern - ſky 
was yet tinged with orient red, and 
the cryſtal dew hung ſpangled on 
the trees: the flowery groves fent 
forth their opening ſweets, and na- 
ture ſpontaneouſly offered her tribute, 


They 
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They ſought Elmira in her apart- 
ment, but though ſo early, ſhe was 
aroſe and gone, nobody knew where ; 
only her favorite Imis accompanied 


her. 


They ſearched the palace gardens, 
but in vain, till paſſing by the ca- 
thedral, they ſaw the door, ſtand open, 
and remembrance of Berengeria riſing 
in the breaſt of Richard, he entered, 
and approached the tall majeſtic tomb. 


At the.ſound of foot-ſteps through 
the vaulted iſle, a murmuring voice, 
which at firſt they heard, was loſt; 
when Richard, coming from behind 
a monument that hid the ſtatue of 

| Berenge- 
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Berengeria, ſtarted; he ſcarce be- | 
lieved his ſenſes : he thought he 
erected but one image to the me- 
mory of his Queen, and lo, too 


appeared! 


One ſtood erect, and, with a ma- 
jeſtic pleaſing ſmile, pointed to the 
opening ſky, where, ſupported by a 
group of angels, hung a ſtarry crown, 
while, in the other, ſhe held her own, 


as willing to reſign. it, though unworn, 


The other knelt at her feet, and 
hiding her face with a veil, ſeemed 


wrapt in fervent prayer. 


8 The 
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The noiſe of their advancing made 
Elmira ſtart ; ſhe turned and ſaw her 
father. The cluſtering monuments 
hid Seofrid from view. With diſor- 
dered haſte ſhe. quitted her knees, to 
throw herſelf into her father's arms. 


« My Elmira! How came you 
*. hens r” 


« Pardon me, fir, that without your 
4 leave, I came to vent my ſorrows 
« at my mother's . monument; but 
* ſleep forſook my eyes, and dire 
« jmages of horror tortured my fan- 
« cy almoſt into madneſs. thought 
* I ſaw my mother; ſhe ſmiled, and 

| ce told 
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« told me to be conſtant, elſe be- 


« hold my juſt reward; then frown- 
te ing, ſhewed a bloody dagger, and 


ce di :ſappeared- 


I ſtarted from my couch, and call- 
e ing Imis, bid her conduct me to 
« this awful place; and here I have 
c vowed, before this ſacred altar, the 
« glittering ſhrines, and this dear ve- 
« nerated form, ever to maintain my 
«* conltancy to Raby pure and invio- 
« [ate, or ſeal it with my death !” 


« What do I hear!” cried the 


* 


King. 


Vor. II. G Seofrid 


* 
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Seofrid eager advanced: Elmira 
ſaw, but heeded him nor. Richard 
uttered a deep groan of anguiſh, and 
| Seofrid ſtood looking on him with a 


countenance on which jealouſy, hate, 
and revenge were ſtrongly imprinted : 


at length, addreſſing the King ; 


8 Sir,” ſatd he, © you know too 
« well the intereſt of all Chriſtendom, 
ce to heſitate an inſtant in perſuading 
40 your daughter from perſevering in 
e a reſolution, the mere production of 
«a diſtempered brain, and which 


e every prieſt can give ample abſo- 


. » | 
{© lution for the breaking of.” 


T hen, 
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Then, with > frown of contempt, 
he left the cathedral. 


Ah! my reverend, my honored 
father!“ cried Elmira, „ What 
* myſtery muſt I learn fi om the 
« King's half-uttered ſentences 
% Ah! ſpeak, — torture me not 
© with ſuſpence Why that averted 


« look? thus on my knees I beg” —— 


« My child! arm thy breaſt with 

« fortitude ! thou haſt heard, though 
< bred in climes remote, of the he- 
« roiſm of Britiſh women; they are 
„ renowned, wherever our whitened 
« ſails have plowed the main, for 
= beauty 
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« brauty and undaunted fouls ! let 
« them hear and celebrate thy fame! 


% may they extol the daughter of 
te their King.“ 


« What muſt I do, my father? 
c your looks diſtract me!“ 


«* You muſt, Elmira, reſign Lord 
« Raby, and give thy hand to Seofrid! 
« nay, more, dreſs thy face with ſmiles 


- 


c to meet him.“ 


Horror and deſpair were viſible in 
the countenance of the Princeſs : at 
length, breaking from her father, 
who held both her hands, ſhe turned 


again 
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again to the tomb of her mother, and 
claſping her ſtatue, «© Oh dear de- 
e parted ſhade, look down and pity ! 
« View me with complaiſance, when 
« ] call Heaven and thee to witneſs, 
« except to fave my father's life, no 
« power on earth ſhall force me to 
* break the ſolemn vows my father 


« offered to his then happy, happy 
cc daughter.” 


Richard, though moved at her diſ- 
treſs made an effort, and ſtifling all 
remorſe, peremptorily repeated his 
commands, and enforced her com- 


pliance. 


888 As 
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As a poor wreteh drove to the 
brink of 4 precipice, uncertain of the 
gulph ' below, ſtands transfixed with 
horror, ſo was Elmira. With up- 
raiſed hands and eyes ſhe ſtood, as 


even fearful that the wind ſhould waft 
more miſery, 


The ſtern command ftill vibrated 
in her affrighted ears, and ſhe fuffered 
herſelf to be led to the palace, un- 


knowing where ſhe went. 


The firſt that met them was Raby, 
when, uttering a piercing ſhriek, ſhe 
hid her face in her veil, and ſtood im- 


moveable. 


Lord 
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Lord Raby, alarmed, caught hold 


of her hand, * ed to know 


the occaſion of ſuch ſeeming agony. 


l with. a ſtern though diſ- 


ardered look, bid him leave them, 
and without a murmur reſign the 
Princeſs to a higher claim. © A 
« King demands her, and a King 


« reſigns her.“ 


« But, Sir,” interrupted Raby, 
« Can Elmira fo calmly give me up ? 
« Has Raby lot that claim which 
« Edwy once had both to her love 


cc and friendſhip? Haſt thou, Elmira, 


forgot me?“ 


« No!” 
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« No!” articulated the diſtreſfed 
Princeſs. 


« Nor ever, then,” rejoined he, 


« will J reſign thee!” 


Seoftid coming in, over-heard part 
of their converſation, and told an offi- 
cer to acquaint the Saracen ambaſſa- 
dour, that he acknowledged the honor 
Saladin's proffered friendſhip conferred 
upon him, ard would inder of the 


advantages of the propoſed alliance. 


Richard ordered Raby to leave 
them, and met Seofrid with a forced 
ſmile, for he loved his daughter even 


at 
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at the moment he had determined 
her miſery ; but the reflection that he 
ſhould ſacrifice all his allies, as well as 


himſelf, forbade his wonted indulgence. 


He told the Cyprian King, Elmira 
ſhould be his; and, as ſoon as the prepa- 
rations neceſſary for ſo ſplendid a mar- 
riage was ready, King Richard ſought 
his daughter; he found her in tears, 
and her diſordered dreſs beſpoke the 
anxiety of mind ſhe laboured under. 


He commanded her to dry thoſe 


ill-timed tears, and follow to the tem- 


ple, 


_ Majeſtic 
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Myſtic ſhe aroſe, and complied 


The ceremony began, when breaking 


filence, and fixing her eyes upon the 
Biſhop, „Hold!“ cried ſhe, © aid 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


— * 


"cc 


10 


not man to break the law of Hea- 
ven! — before every faint ] atteſt 
myſclf the betrothed of Raby: I 
have not long been Chriſtian ; but, 
if violating a ſolemn oath be one 
of their precepts, oh ! thou divine 
and unknown power, inſtruct. me 
how to worſhip thee, añd yet pre- 


ſerve my truth ! 


« Trifle not, Elmira,” faid Rich- 
ard, ſternly, „give the King your 


« hand; 
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„hand; Is this your duty to a fa- 


« ther?“ 


c It is!“ cried ſhe, with enthuſi- 
-aſtic phrenzy, © this ſhall be told in 
6 England.!“ Nel | 


Seofrid advanced to take her hand; 
but he beheld the once-mild and gen- 
tle Zoraide animated by all the hor- 
rors of diſtraction! ſhe broke from 
his hold, and ran ſhrieking to Raby 
for protection, who at her earneſt re- 


queſt had attended. 


Her father, enraged, commanded 


Lord Raby to be forced out of the 
cathe- 


| 
' 
| 
| 
| 
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cathedral; and, in ſpite of all her 


ſtruggling, compelled her to give her 
hand to Seofrid. | 


It was ſome days before the painful 
recollection of what was paſt, came 
perfect to her mind, and a ſettled me- 


lancholy ſucceeded. 


One evening ſhe ſtrayed to the mo- 
nument, the only place ſhe took de- 
light in, and chance had there directed 
the ſolitary Raby. - He ſtarted ! but 


Elmira, uttering a piercing qkriek, 


fainted, 


Seofrid 
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Seofrid, who had watched her at a 
diſtance, alarmed, came. to the fatal 
| ſpot, juſt as ſhe awaked to freſh an- 
guiſn. Seofrid and Lord Raby were 
engaged. 


She precipitately flung herſelf be- 
tween them, and received her huſ- 


band's ſword in her boſom. 


Raby caught her, and Seofrid ſtood 
ſtiffened with horror. Many attend- 
ants were by this time come round 


them, and looking at Raby with a 


ſmile, © Raby,” cried ſhe, © my pray- 
« ers are heard; I wiſhed for death! 
love my memory, and comfort my 

father 
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ce father and huſband; I forgive them . 
ce both :—haſte to England, and ſeck 
« your faithful — Lucius ;—hap- 
* pineſs is yet within your reach ;— 
« for my ſake—accept it. I can 
« no more!” Saying this ſhe ex- 


pired, A 


HAP. 
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C H A P. 


AB V was with great difficulty 
forced from the body, which, 

after laying in ſtate ſome days, was 
interred cloſe by her mother. The 
ſtately bier was born on nigh, and ſhe 
was attended by all the religious in 


the city, who walked in mournful pro- 


ceſſion 


1 
; 
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ceſſion to pray for her departed ſpirit. 
Soon as the funeral rites were finiſhed, 
King Richard quitted a country, where 
he had experienced ſo much pleaſure, 


and yet more pain. 


Seofrid ſoon after retired into a 
monaſtery of Carthuſians, where he 
ended his days; and Raby, who had 
ever the laſt words of the Queen of 
Cyprus in his mind, immediately upon 
his arrival in England, ſet off for the 
Priory, accompanied by Lord Manſton 
and Edmund. | 


He ſent a ſervant fiſt, who brought 


him the pleaſing intelligence, that his 
| ſiſter 
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ſiſter was ſafe at the Priory; and at 
the gates he was met by her. Un- 


feigned was their joy at meeting, 
and the heart of Edmund was elated 


with the ſight of Laura. She ſhed many 
tears for the fate of Elmira; and in 
turn related the occurrences that had 
befallen her. 


-- * * 


Yor. II. H : CHAP. 
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7 r 8 
i | 
Gl 


© FT WAS fitting,” faid ſhe (after 
F relating de Courcy's carrying 
her to Paleſtine) © one evening, la- 
«« menting my hard fate, when from 
« a corner of the tent advanced a 
6c graceful boy: he acquainted me 
* that he had long ſerved my brother, 


| Xt A ̃ * cc in 


K . RI 
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c in all his adverſity, and rejoiced at 
« his approaching proſperity ; but, that 
« his melancholy temper could not en- 
« joy it, therefore he left Lord Raby's 
e ſervice; and, in paſſing the out-ſkirts 
&« of the wood, had heard de Courcy 
“ making large offers to ſome rut- 


e flans, to carry me off the ſame 


night; and learning by their diſ- 


c courſe who I was, he came imme- 


ce diately to proffer me his aſſiſtance 


« in making my eſcape. 


ee I almoſt ſuſpected ſome treachery, 


and deſired to be conducted to Lord 


Ke Raby; but he aſſured me, that as 
* yet Lord Raby could not protect 
H 2 himſelt, 
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« himſelf, entreating me earneſtly to 
cc rely On his fidelity. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


« I mentioned, Suppoſe we were 
« diſcovered! death would probably 


cc enſue. 


Then, cried he, you will die 
% nobly, and preſerve your honor | 


“ while the height of my ambition 
« will be gratified, namely, to ſave 
Lord Raby's ſiſter.” 2 


cc Noble boy!“ interrupted Raby. 


| « Suſpend, my brother, your ad- 
e miration for a while, and prepare 


| « yourſelf to pity and to ſympathiſe. 
His 


| 


N 
N 
| 


| 
| 
| 
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His earneſtneſs at laſt determined 


cc 


(c 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


«c 


me, and we made our eſcape, and 
got ſafe on board a ſhip bound for 
England. 


«© My companion was overwhelmed 


with deſpair during the whole of 


our voyage; and ſince we have been 


here, reſided chiefly among the ru- 


ins, till one day Hubert came to 


us, with a countenance ſparkling . 
with joy, and ſaid, he heard you 
were reſtored, and would ſoon viſit 


the Priory, accompanied by the 
Princeſs, your charming bride. 


A Lucius, 


102 PRIORY OY 


cc 


16 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


« Lucius, at the mention of thoſe 
words, fainted, and for ſome hours 
after could not be perſuaded to 
ſpeak, 


« A few days ago I was ſent for to 
the apartment, where he was ex- 
tended almoſt lifeleſs on a couch, 


© Laura, ſaid he, I think — nay 
hope — I have not long to live! 


You poſſeſs your brother's genero- 


ſity of temper, therefore to you I 


am now going to reveal a ſecret 
I hoped to have buried with me :— 
then, after a little heſitation---You 


« have 


f 
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& have no doubt heard of Julia de 
t Courcy ? | 


« I have; my brother and Lord 


C Edmund have often mentioned her. 


« Oh! Laura, that brother ! then 
te taking my hand, ſaid; My gentle 


ce friend! prepare thy heart, ever 


« ready to ſympathiſe with the un- 
« happy, to hearken, while I have 
« yet ſtrength to relate: —caſt from 
*© thy friendſhip the Lucius who has 
« deceived thee by a feigned garb, 
ce but let heaven-born pity plead for 
te the failings, the diſtreſſes of Julia!” 


They 
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They all exclaimed, Julia! Lord 
Raby turned pale, but bade her pro- 


ceed. 


After I had embraced and aſ- 
e ſured her of my friendſhip, ſhe thus 
« continued her artleſs tale: 1 was, 
« my dear -Laura, brought up in 
cc perfect ignorance; my mother 
« dying when J was but an infant, my 
te father committed me to the care 
« of Alice, a watchful governante 
* he could depend on, and ſent us 
« to a ſmall hunting-ſeat he had in 
« Wales, charging her to keep me 
« cloſely confined during that ſeaſon, 

« and 


cc 


cc 
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and to keep me from the ſociety 
of men in particular. 


« The firſt knowledge I had that 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


64 


cc 


cc 


cc 


there were other beings in the world 
beſides Alice, and ſome few ancient 
domeſtics, lead ſo cloſely to more 


material circumſtances, that I ſhall 


make no apology for relating it. 


« Imagine to yourſelf a large val- 
ley, ſomething like that of Morven, 


between two large mountains, near 
the Caſtle of Llewelyn, one of the 
moſt romantic places in Wales. 


«c Alice, 


on 
| 
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5 
cc 
ec 
cc 


cc 


Ws 


cc 


cc 


+, 


cc 


e Alice, who had the charge of 
me, though to the laſt degree in- 
flexible, had many good qualities, 
and was well able to form and in- 
ſtru& the mind in every mental 
and uſeful accompliſhment. 


A ſufficient knowledge of polite- 


neſs, acquired by much affociating 
with the great, ſerved to render the 
ſtricter dictates of virtue and retire- 
ment not harſh and rigid, but eaſy, 
plain, and agreeable, i 


She formed my youthful mind 


cc 


cc 


with every virtue, and made me a 
faint copy of herſelf. 


« She 
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She loved me with the fondeſt 
« affection, and no time glided ſo 
« fwift as that fpent in liſtening to the 


« ſilver tone of her inſtruction. 


« She would often illuſtrate her 
te precept with example, and when I 
«wag impatient for a deſcription of 

that world ſhe often talked of, then 
« was the only ſeverity of behaviour 


« Alice ever uſed. 


« Alas! ſhe ufed to ſay, my Elea- 
« nora, if you are impatient to know 
« the world, you regard me not: a 
ce day muſt come, my amiable charge, 
when you muſt bid adieu to theſe 


cc ſcenes 
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} « ſcenes of real felicity, and tempt 


« the thouſand dangers with which 
« the world abounds ; but then, my 


« Eleanora, then we part! 


« This redoubled my tears, which 
« had began to flow before at the 


heavy charge, I loved her not! 


© Weep not, my deareſt child, ſaid 
« ſhe, it will not be your fault; 
« chance may direct ſome one to this 
« ſecluded ſpot ; but always, wherever 
« you are, think on the hand that 
« formed your tender mind, and 
« remember, when ſhe warns you 
« againſt viewing things in that falſe 


* mirror, 


cc 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 
cc 
| cc 
« 
cc 
cc 
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mirror called FRIENVD SHIP, all 
arms will be open to receive you; 
but truſt them not ; there are few, 
and very few, whoſe attachment de- 
ſerve that name; moſt are built 
upon the baſis of intereſt, and 
when the fabric of hope gives way, 


falls with it into nothing. 


« But if, Eleanora, you would try 
a friend, lead them to the ſcenes 
of diſtreſs; behold their hearts, 


like your own, glow with humanity, 


and their ready arm extended to 


ſuccour the afflicted: behold the 
tear of compaſſion ſtarting from 
the orphan, and the hand of pity 


cc drying 
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« drying the cheek of the widow ; ſee 
« them, with unfeigned charity, for- 
« give an enemy, and if adverſity 
e oppreſs their foes, bid them be re- 
« lieved and happy ! here, Eleanora, 
c acknowledge a reciprocal friendfhip, 
“ and embrace the poſſeſſor of theſe 
« charming qualities; but, above all, 
ce admire that friend who freely chides 
£ your faults, and reproves you when 
* doing wrong! look upon thoſe as 
« your trueſt friends, for be aſſured, 
the very beſt of mortals are ſo far 
« from the ſtandard of perfection, that 
ce great room indeed is left for im- 
ce provement. 


re Never, 


gt. BERNARD. 111 
« Never, then, be either above 
« inſtruction or reproof; and when 
*« I am no more, oh! Eleanora, re- 
* member my advice, 


| CHAP, 
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CHAP. XXII. 


N this manner did this charming 
woman employ the hours ſacred 
c from domeſtic offices, in warning me 
<« from ſcenes I was, alas! but too 
c eager to enter in purſuit of: two 
0 {mall pictures ſhe had were the only 
« ideas, except from ourſelves, I could 

form 
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« form of the human ſpecies, till 
« one day, having juſt entered my 
ec eighteenth year, I went to vilit a 
« ſmall but charming ſpot, about 
« half a mile from the houſe, which 


« T call mine. 


« It was romantically ſituated, un- 
« der a kind of hanging rock, that 
« ſheltered it from the wind, and cloſe 
« at the end of it ran a rivulet of 
cc clear water, which ſerved to add 


ce to its beauty, and aſſiſt its growth. 


« Here was ſpring in all her various 
* hues, and ſummer in luxurious pro- 


« fuſion: the jeſſamine and wood- 
Vol. II. I ines 
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cc 
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bines ran wild up large' trees, or 
gently twined over the crags of the 
mountain, forming different arbours 
and ſhades from the mid-day ſun. 


The hyacinth, roſe, and lilly, ſent 
forth their rival ſweets, and perfum- 
ed the air, Around here was my 
retreat, where I gave a looſe to 
thought, and employed myſelf in 
the pleaſing taſk of propping the 
tender heads of my drooping li- 


lies, or confining the too luxuriant 


branches of the ſpreading roſe. 


c Not far from hence, at the ſource 
of the rivulet 1 before mentioned, 


cc Was 


cc 


c 
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cc 
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was 2 large water-fall, one of the 
moſt beautiful productions of na- 
ture: it falls forty feet perpendi- 
cular from the rock, and defcends 
rapidly into a river near the houſe. 


« One day, not far from me, I 
heard the ſound .of voices, which 


for ſome time I believed to be 


Alice talking to an aged ſervant, 
her confidential friend, who more 
than once had been inſtrumental 
in ſaving her life, and to whom, 
ſhe told me, I was under the greateſt 
obligations for mine: but I was ſoon 
undeceived, as I heard another an- 


ſwer very different from that of my 
I 2 « friend; 
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te friend; but how was I aſtoniſhed, 
Pow when I heard the moſt heavenly 


„ ſound, ſeemingly from the boſom 
_e of the rock. 


« By the deſcription I had heard, 


cc | called it muſic ; but how could 


« it come there ? 


« J was rivetted to the place with 
« pleaſure and amazement: till the 
« ſound continued, and a variety of 


« notes ſwelled the inſtrument. 


CA ſſured it muſt come from the hol- 
« low of the rock, unthinking of dan- 
« ger, [eagerly began to climb, and had 
« actually 
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« actually got upon a ſmall level piece 

« of ground, where I propoſed reſting | 
« myſelf, and then follow which ever 
« way the ſound ſhould direct: but 
« when I came to look around, my 
« delightful garden was ſcarce per- 
« ceptible, from the height on which 
« I] was: but how ſhall I deſcribe the 
4 awful ſight of the vaſt water-fall, 
« near which I ſtood: it rolled in large 
« ſheets down to the rivulet, which 


« murmured to receive it. 


The crags of the rock looked 
« broked by its force, and ſeemed 
c ready to drop on thoſe deſperate 


e heads who braved its horrors. 
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« It was too much for me: unuſed 
« to ſuch diſmal ſcenes, and unac- 
. quainted with the different cauſes; 
*« overpowered with them and fatigue, 
ce my head turned round; I grew 
« faint, and no friendly arm being 
« nigh to ſave me, I fell over the point 
cc of the rock on which I had firſt 
« ſtepped. 


« The firſt notion 1 had of the dan- 
te ger J had eſcaped, was finding my- 
« ſelf in my own garden, but ſur- 
tt rounded with faces and beings I was 
te totally unacquainted with. 


cc After | 
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After ſtaring at them ſome time, 
©« one. broke ſilence, whom I then 
ce took to be the chief. 

e For the love of Heaven! ſweet 
« maid, what could induce you to 
« climb yonder rock, where ſcarce ever 


« the foot of man or beaſt has trod ? 


« J know not, replied I, confuſed, 
ce unleſs it were the heavenly ſounds 
« J heard; but how came I here? 


« I then found my clothes wet, 
ce and naturally concluded I had 
« fallen into the rivulet. 


cc At 
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« At length advanced a perſonage 
whom I knew not how to addreſs ; 
with the others I was at no loſs; 
with him I felt an embarraſſment 


] could not ſurmount. 


« Perceiving. it, he kindly took 


my hand; fear nothing, dear maid, 


laid he; nay tremble not, although 
my ſon's, happy raſhneſs endangered 
a life far dearer than my own, I am 
rejoiced that it ſucceeded, and ſo 
much ſweetneſs will not be. loſt in 
an untimely grave! Who art thou? 
were I to declare thee as thy image 


ſtrikes me, I ſhould call thee ſome 
« beaute- 


.cc 


«c 


cc 


cc 


«c 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 
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beauteous wood - nymph. Tell us 
then who thou art. 


« Tam, ſaid I, trembling with fear, 
a poor recluſe, an inhabitant of theſe 
vales: never, till this fatal day, did 
[ aſpire beyond their limits, and 


Heaven has puniſhed well my raſh 


purſuit, _- 


« As I ſpoke, the ſparkling eyes 
of the ſtranger denoted pleaſure, 
and calling to a youth, who now 
approached; Draw near, my ſon, 


and fee the beauty you have pre- 


ſerved ; to your care I commit her; 
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ſee thou render her ſafe to the 
charge of thy amiable aunt, 


te J ſtarted; but when Lord Raby 
offered me his hand, my eyes, 


which till then looked on the 


ground, where fixed on him: 1 


* ſaw him lovely, and to him I owed 


my life; but then my benefactreſs' 


virtue, like a beam of light, darted 


through my mind, and unexpected 
by any one preſent, I fled. 


« It was through an intricate path, 


that led to this favorite ſpot; and 
as J often diverted myſelf with 
running, I quickly eluded their 


cc ſearch, 
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0 ſearch, through the turnings of 
« the way, and arrived at home, 
* where my dear Alice had beer 
« under the . greateſt apprehenfions 
« for my ſafety. = 


« Alas! her fears had been but 
« too prophetic. I related every cir- 
« cumſtance to her, not forgetting 
« to deſcribe the grandeur which ap- 


« peared to me in every one I had 


« ſeen. 


© She ſighed; her words were 


« ſcarce articulate, 


© JOON—— 


| 
5 
: 


fc preſence of Raby. 
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„ S800 — too ſoon for thee, my 


 « Eleanora, muſt we part! your deſ- 


tiny has thrown you in the way of 
«© the only man you ought to have 
of avoided ; for your father and the 
houſe of Raby have ever been at 


c 


* 


Cc: variance, 


ese She then related the circum- 
ee ſtances of Lord Raby's marriage, 
and touched as lightly as poſſible 
« upon the failings of my father. 


Te This diſcovery made me thought- 
e ful and uneaſy: 1 daily viſited the 


15 ſpot made ſacred to, me by the 


ac | gazed, 


cc 
cc 
cc 
«cc 
cc 
C6 


cc 


ER © 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


- 
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6% gazed, and involuntarily ex- 


claimed, Here he ſtood ! I planted 


a muſk-roſe, ſweet emblem of the 


much-loved Raby : it grew, and 


many a tear I ſhed, at the remem- 


brance of our firſt interview. For 
three months I never failed daily 


to watch its growth. 


« One day I plucked the laſt roſe 
decaying time had left, and ex- 
claimed aloud, Ah! Raby, though 
thou may never know it, yet ſhall 
thy memory be held ever ſacred 
by the unhappy Julia ! Then look- 
ing again at the tree, Thy fallen 

« bloſſoms 
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cc bloſſoms are not the emblems of 


ec 
rc 
10 
cc 


60 


cc 


cc 


ec 


« Lord Raby ! 


« A loud ruſtling among the buſhes 


made me ſtart, and too men came 


acroſs near me, I gave a ſhriek of 


ſurpriſe: one regarded me with a 
look of chagrin, the. other with 


anger, 


— K 


« Fear gave me wings to reach 
the houſe, and I told Alice what I 


had feen. 


She made me no anſwer, 


but taking my hand, opened a door 
where theſe men were fitting, and 


introduced me to one as his daugh- 


ter. 


« ] gave 
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« gave a ſtart: Lord de Courcy 
« coldly received me, and with a look 
of contempt enquired the welfare of 
the beloved Raby, 


A 


P 


« The tear of filent anguiſh ſtole 
% down my cheek, and I thankfully 
received orders to retire; but not 
« till my father had uttered ſevere 
e threats againſt me, for daring to 


« love the man he hated. 
« Alice was, not in a humour for 
e talking, nor would anſwer one que- 


* ſton I propoſed, to my fatisfaCtion. 


s As 


or OF. 


As ſoon as it was dark, ſhe came 


cc 
ce 
cc 


cc 


to me with a travelling dreſs, which 


ſhe made me put on, and conveyed 


me to a carriage, which went as 


ſwift as poſſible. 


Our journey was to London: my 


cc 


«c 


14 


father there condeſcended to ſpeak 
to me: he inſiſted I ſhould receive 
Sir Philip de Montford as my deſtined 
huſband ; uttered the bittereſt "UF! 


vectives againſt Raby ; and threa- 


© tened me with his curſe, if I re- 


3 fuſed. | 


« I was introduced at court by 


Lady Lancaſter : here 1 again ſaw 


"you 
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your brother, but time and dreſs 
« had made ſuch an alteration, he 
<< did not recollect me. 


« 1 anſwered him with complaiſance 
« and reſerve: my father, notwith- 
ce ſtanding, was diſpleaſed at our meet- 
ce ing, and hurried me away to the 


K Priory. 


« The diſgrace of my amiable bro- 
cc ther, and the misfortunes of Raby, 
< were ſources of perpetual uneaſineſs, 
e and I determined to eſcape to ſome 
e monaſtery, where I could be ſecure. 


Vol. II. K e hap- 


} 


oro 


cc 


cc 


I happily ſueceeded, and took 
ſhelter at St. Auguſtin's: here my 
Ignorance of the world was plainly 
ſhewn ; I made no myſtery of who 
I was, nor my motives for eſcap- 
ing. | 


They were not fouls formed with 


<£c 


cc 


cc 


me up, 


generoſity, but immediately con- 


ſulted upon the means of giving 


— 


J overheard two nuns relating to 


each other the abbeſs' proceeding; 


and commending her prudence in 


* - — 


making her own conditions, pre- 


vious to the giying me up. 
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ce was almoſt frantic; but how 
« ſhall I deſcribe my agony, when, 
c upon being ſent for to the abbeſs, 
46 found with her the ſteward of my 
« father, a creature of his maſter's 
cc will, and Sir Philip de Montford; 
« and heard, by my father's orders, 
« J was to be married the next morn- 


te ing in the chapel of the convent. 


« Alice too was come, I ran out 
< of the room: my ſpirits were too 
much exhauſted, to upbraid the 
<<, abbeſs with her duplicity. 

« | pave free vent to my ſorrow 
on the boſom of Alice, who tried 


A | 


70 


K 2 * every 
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« every art of perſuaſion, but in vain: 
* I was inflexible in my reſolution, 
« that though I could never be 
© Lord Raby's wife, I never would 


ce be another's. 


ce Then, infatuated girl, cried ſhe, 
*« J too renounce thee ! either receive 
« Sir Philip calmly, or I too will 
C Join to drag thee to the altar, 
% Saying this ſhe left me, ftanding 
in torpid deſpair;—when rouſing 
« from this reverie, phrenzy triumph- 
« ed. 


| ©« The 
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e The midnight bell rung, and 
te haſtily throwing over the novitiate 
c dreſs I had aſſumed, a long veil, 
« T opened my door in ſilence, and 
te with cautious ſtep trod the vaulted 
e iſles, 


6e I paſſed the choir; nought diſ- 
e turbed the awful ſtillneſs of the 
e place, fave the ſacred hymns the 
c ſiſters ſung. I ſtopped; the har- 
«= mony, for the inſtant, made me 
te forget the horrors that awaited me; 
« but ere they had finiſhed, the diſmal 
«= image was before me, and the gulph 
ce ſeemed open. I flew, regardleſs of 
ce the echo which repeated back my 
WE « ſteps, 


cc 


cc 


ec 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 


cc 


cc 
cc 
(c 
cc 


40 


cc- 
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ſteps, to the portal: the keys were 
there, and ] iſſued forth. 


« To the thickeſt wood I dragged 
my trembling ſteps, and luckily met 
with a ſmall cottage: the people 
pitied me, and concealed me two 

days, till, by their aſſiſtance, I pro- 
cured the habit of a boy; and learn- 
ing from ſome of the peaſants, that 
Raby was yet near, though they 
could not find out his retreat, I fet 
forward, reſolved to ſeek him ; but 

my ſtrength was not equal to my 

reſolution; I fainted at the foot of a 
tree, and remained for ſeveral hours, 
almoſt deprived of recollection: the 


ce trampling 


OY 
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a. 


trampling of horſes at length rouſed 
© me; it was the man I wiſhed to 
9 meet. 


« Your generous brother ſought not, 
« by an ill-timed curioſity, to pry into 
« the ſecret I firove to conceal, but 
c inſtantly received me to his pro- 
e tection. I ſerved him, and was 
4% happy.—Bur ah! Laura, the heart 
of Raby was not formed to be in- 
* ſenſible, —the lovely Elmira was 
«© my rival! What could I expect 
e from ſuch an aſſemblage of per- 
e fections? I loſt every hope; for, 
« faint as they were before, I che- 
« riſhed them. 


cc An 


© ˙——— i. 0 ys a 
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An opportunity offered to get 
* rid of Elmira; but I could not 
« plunge a dagger to the heart of 
10 Raby !—1 preſerved her for him. 


CHAP. 
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60 FTER this hard trial of my 
- ce ſincerity, I determined to 
te riſk no longer the being diſcovered 
« by Raby; and with-the intention of 
« returning to England, left the camp. 
The fortunate circumſtance of ſav- 
e ing you, my dear Laura, will ſoften 
the 


— — 77 2 A 


138 PRI OR VI O F 
*© the latter hours of my life, and make 


« them glide on more happy. 


c Here ſhe ended, and I entreated 
* her not to think of depriving me of 
« a friend ſo lately gained; and fhe 
*« was much better, till the news of 


A 


« your approach reached her. She 


* would immediately have ſet off for 


c 


La) 


Morven Abbey, where ſhe often 
te talks of retiring, but was ſo agitated 


te that it was impoſſible to remove her, 


Lord Raby entreated Laura to ob- 
tain permiſſion for him to ſee her the 
next morning,as he had particular rea- 


ſons to requeſt an interview. 


/ 


Laura 
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Laura then told him ſhe had not 
gained any intelligence of Maud, which 
redoubled her brother's uneaſineſs on: 


that account. . 


It growing late, they ſeparated, and 
Raby paſſed a melancholy and uneaſy 
night. The uncommon attachment of 
Julia merited every return. Fhe image 
of Elmira was not yet effaced ;—in 
ſhort, he experienced everydiſagreeable 
thought that could poſſibly occur. He 
had the higheſt and moſt refined fenſe 
of honor, which enabled him at laſt to 
decide, and form- a noble reſolution, 


worthy the ſpirit of an Engliſh peer. - 


In 
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in the morning Laura informed 
him, that with the aid of Edmund, 
and his father's perſuaſion, Julia was 
induced to ſee him; * But ah! my 
te brother, expect not to ſee your once 
« blooming Lucius! the roſes are all 
c fled, and a wan pallidneſs has uſurp- 
« ed their place; as a lovely bloſſom 
« Juſt trembling on the tree, exiſts my 
s charming friend ; but follow and 
« behold her.“ 


- 


With ſlow pace they reached. the 
apartment: the door, when opened, 
| preſented to the view of Raby his 
faithful Julia, extended on a couch ; 
her eyes cloſed, as if, indeed, no more! 

An 
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An exclamation of terror, which eſcap- 
ed him, made her raiſe her languid 
head. She attempted to riſe, but Ed- 
mund, who ſtood by, prevented her. 
She was reduced to a mere ſkeleton, 
and apparently life almoſt exhauſted, 


Raby was meved at the fight : he 
eſſayed to ſpeak, but could not. She 
aſſumed a ſerene ſmile, and begged her 
friends not to grieve for her. The 
only requeſt ſhe had to make, was, to 
hide from the malignant world her 


failings. ' 


. Raby determined to adhere to the 
reſolution he had formed, requeſted 
| her 
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her not to give way to melancholy 
% But turn, lovely Julia,“ ſaid he, 
* on me thoſe charming eyes !—It 
« jg Raby that intreats her to live and 
«-be happy, if being his can make 


e her ſo.” 


She ſtarted with uncommon exertion 
from his ſupporting arm, and looking 


earneſtly at him, Oh! Raby, weigh 


well your words; trifle not with me, 
e trembling on the verge of eternity!” 


ce By Heaven, and all its ſaints!” 
cried Raby, in great emotion, © I do 
Snot ; and further ſwear, on my 
honor, it is not gratitude alone 
| « that 
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* that ſtimulates me; the happinefs 
« of my Julia ſhall be the future ſtudy 


« of my life: to thy vows of eter- 


nal conſtancy, I here add my own, 


« and will claim thee before God as 


« my affianced wife.“ 


Joy diffuſed itſelf through the coun- 
tenance of Julia. But, Lord Raby, 
« in your generous ſolicitude for me, 


« you have forgot Elmira: return to 


« her, my Lord, nor let me be the 


ce unhappy cauſe of that amiable Prin- 
ceſs being for a moment unhappy : 


ce] am content with your efteem ; re- 
ce yerence my memory, and pay over 
Le my tomb the tribute of a ſigh.” 


Raby, 


———ẽ — — ana * 
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Raby, at the mention .of Elmira, 
turned pale and agitated ; and Julia, 
exerting all her ſtrength, roſe, and en- 

treated to know the meaning. 


Lord Edmund, making an apology 
For not telling her before, and alledg- 
ing in excuſe her avoiding to talk of 
Raby, acquainted her with the unfor- 

. tunate death of. Elmira. 


| She heard him with great emotion, | 
and falling on her knees; © Ye ſaints 
<< and angels receive my prayers for 
cc her hovering ſpirit, and exalt her in 
ce the realms of bliſs to that perfection 


ce ſhe imitated !” 


Quite 


6 / 
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Quite exhauſted, Julia fainted in the 
arms of Laura,who ſupported her. Raby 
feared ſhe was gone for ever, and caught 


her from his ſiſter in ſpeechleſs agony. 


Ae reproached them with inattention, 


and could not be perſuaded that ſhe 
£ lived, till he heard her ſpeak. 


She intreated him to leave her, till 
a little more compoſed. Raby, though 
unwillingly, complied, and went with | 
his friends and Hubert, to take, once. 


more, a view of his eſtate, 


You. II. E CHAP, 
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CH A p. XXXIV. 


IHE glad tenants crouded round 
him on every fide, and with loud 
ſhouts acknowledged his return, and 
their own ſatisfaction. He ſpent ſome 
days in regulating his affairs; and, in 
the mean time, often ſaw Julia: ſhe 
was much recovered, and talked of 


retiring 


C 
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retiring to Morven Abbey; but at 
length the united entreaties of her 
friends prevailed, and in a few months 
ſhe conſented to be Lord Raby's bride. 


The moſt magnificent preparations 
were made for their nuptials, and they 
were ſolemaized with great fplendor ; 
and Raby once more becoming calm 
and happy, often declared, that had 
he known Julia's merit and attach- 
ment, before he beheld Elmira, he did 
not chink that her charms would have 
been able to ſhake his attachment. 


% 


One day, as they were walking to- 


gether among the runs, which they 
L 2 both 
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botli took great pleaſure in, he re- 
peated to her the laſt words of Flmira, 
and begged to. know if ſhe had in- 


formed the Princeſs of her ſex; ſhe 


aſſured him not, but accounted for it 


in this manner, 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 


cc 


* When I had conducted Elmira 
ſafe to the protection of Edmund, 
I looked up and ſaw you upon 
the walls, ſurrounded with adverſe 
ſwords: my fancy immediately form- 


ed the maſt horrid cataſtrophe, and 


repreſented you ſlain. 


J took a haſty leave. of Elmira, 


cc 


and was running forward to join 


you: 
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« you: ſhe caught my arm, and re- 
« minded me of your picture, which 
« had been before promiſed her, and 
« was in my poſſeſſion, for the pur- 
ce poſe of preſenting her. 


e In my haſte, I gave, inſtead of 
« your picture, one of my own, I 
« chanced to have; and I imagine, 
4 from the extraordinary likeneſs, and 
« my ſudden diſappearing, ſhe was in- 


« duced to ſuſpect me.“ 


Every one around the Priory were 
charmed with Lord Raby's choice ; 
and the ſame day that joined their 
hands, united Lord Edmund and 

L 3 Laura. 
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Laura. The village bells were rung, 
and bonfires, old Engliſh Hoſpitality, 
and unbounded mirth, teſtified the joy 
felt at the pleaſing change. 


From St. Bernard's Priory, or Man- | 
ſton Caſtle, none ever went unhappy, 
if outward aſſiſtance could relieve them. 


They enquired for Alice, but e 


was no more. 


Julia having frequently mentioned 
Morven Abbey, Lord Manſton one 
day aſked her, why ſhe was ſo partial 
to that place ? 


She 
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She ſaid, from an early prepoſſeſſion. 
Alice had ſo often ſpoke with ſuch de- 
light of it, that ſhe had gained quite 
a reverential affection for it; “ and,” 
continued ſhe; producing a ſmall brace- 
let, * this was the picture of a friend 
cc of her's, who had retired there many 


« years ago.“ 


« Gracious Heaven!“ exclaimed 
Lord Manſton, “it is my Emma! 
« haſte! ler us find if yet ſhe lives.“ 


Lady Raby acquainted the family 
with this important diſcovery, and they 
ſet off without delay for the abbey. 
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It was charmingly ſituated in the 
delightful vale of Morven, and com- 


manded a noble proſpect every way 
through avenues of tall trees, whoſe 
branches meeting at the top, formed 
a gloomy ſhelter but on a nearer 
view, that gloom diſappeared. The 
flowers grew ſpontaneous under- foot, 
and the gothic windows were covered 


with jeſſamine and woodbines. 


They all gained admiſſion; and the 
abbeſs being informed ſome ſtrangers 
were arrived, came to receive them. 

When entering the room, ſhe ſtopped; 
but quickly recollecting herſelf, ad- 


vanced, 


ja 
1zv 
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vanced, and civilly enquired their bu- 
ſineſs. 


Lord Manſton eagerly preſented her 
the picture, and entreated her, with 


great earneſtneſs, if there was any per- 


ſon in that houſe reſembling it; and, 


if poflible, he might ſee her. 


She looked upon the picture, then 
on him: —at laſt, breaking ſilence, 
« My Lord, theſe features are well 
« known to me; the reſemblance of 
« them is in this houſe ; but check 
« your impatience, your's ſhe never 


« can be more. 


ce Who 
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„Who ſhall oppoſe it?” ſaid the 
Earl, | 


© My good Lord Manſton, your 
& wife heard a report of your death; 
© and after mourning the imaginary 
« loſs ſeven ſolitary years, in this 
« abbey, ſhe dedicated the remains 
tc of her life to that beneficent power, 
* who, in all her trials, never forſook 
«« her, but endued her with fortitude 
te to ſupport them: to him, there- 
tc fore, you muſt reſign her ; though 
her ſociety you. may often enjoy, 
& when time has enabled you to look 
e on her only as a long-loſt faithful 


cc friend.“ 


66 1 will 
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«© 1 will make no terms till I ſee 


* her,” cried the Earl. 


« Then behold your Emma!“ at 
the ſame time liſting up her veil. 


Lord Edmund kneeled, and kiſſed 
her hand through the grate, as did 
Mianſton. She blefled her ſon, and 
all of them; and told her huſband, 
that the piety of her life, and calm 
reſignation, had ſo far gained the af- 
fection of the ſiſterhood, that upon the 
death of their ſuperior, they had una- 
nimouſly choſen her as their future 


guide and directreſs. 


She 


206 | PN TO ET or 
She diſcourſed privately with Lord 
Manſton; and when his firſt emotions 
were a little over, he agreed to the 
truth of her arguments, and was con- 


tent to ſee her often. 


She urged their ſtaying a little time 

longer, when they propoſed parting; 

and on Julia and Laura expreſſing 

their wiſh to ſee the inſide of the 

abbey, Raby and Edmund propoſed 

turning again for them. It was agreed, 
and the two ladies admitted. 


After ſhewing them the gardens, the 
chapel, and the different apartments 
of the abbey; Emma conducted them 

tO 
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to a room without the grate, where ſhe 
informed them was a wounded Lord, 
whom charity had induced her to relieve; 
adding, that his wife was with him: 
but what was her ſurpriſe, upon going 
in, to ſee Laura and the ſtranger fly 
into each other's arms, with the ex- 
clamation of, My dear Maud! art 
« thou then found? my ſiſter again 


* 


« reſtared me 


Ear] Henry being ſomething better, 
Maud preſented her ſiſter and Lavra 
to him : being all impatience, ſhe thus 
accounted for their meeting at the 


abbey, 


« My 
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« My brother, I make no doubt, 
e informed you of my having the 
« misfortune to pleaſe Lord Piercy, 
ce who being of a temper to brook no 
ct controul, ſeized me, and had me 
* carried off by force, My dear 
* brother attempted to * me, 
4 but in vain. 


« I happily had loft my ſenſes, and 
£ when a little recovered, found my- 
« ſelf on board a ſhip; under fail for 
ce England. I expoſtulated and threat- 
LL ened, but they were equally vain, 


I ſaw but little of Piercy till we 
landed: as he conducted me on 


.cc ſhore, 
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« ſhore, I ſaw a number of people, 
* whom curioſity had brought to the 
* beach, and loofing myſelf from 
« Piercy's hold, 1 implored pity and 
5 protection from ſtrangers; nor did 
. I aſk in vain; Heaven ordained 
that Earl Henry ſhould: feel com- 
C paſſion for me, and to him I owed 
* my deliverance from Piercy, who 
« was obliged to yield me to ſuperior 
e numbers, 


« Henry ſoon after profeſſed him- 


* 


*« ſelf my admirer, and generouſly 


offered me marriage. 


cc Unknown 
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« Unknown and unprotected, I 
c knew not what might befall me, 
« therefore accepted him, and began 
« to experience a greater degree of 
« happineſs than I had ever done be- 
« fore; when one evening Henry pro- 
« poſed a ride, 


—_ —2 — — -" * > OY C 1 P 
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T. 


H Ap. XXXV, 


E accordingly ſet forward, 


.< and were about ten 
0 miles from home; and, as we rode, 


c 


* 


building fairy dreams of pleaſure, 
« and admiring the ſerenity of the 
evening, cloſe to me, from a thick 
15 hedge, a gun was fired, 


"You. Il. | M « My 
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« My horſe inſtantly ran off, and 
« was ſoon loſt in a wood. Two ſer- 
« yants came up and ſtopped him, of 
« whom I eagerly enquired for my 
« huſband. They told me, with a 
« ſneer, they would anſwer it he was 
« ſafe, : 

« Theſe words ſo cruelly alarmed 
te me, that I fainted ; and, upon my 
recovery, found myſelf in a magni- 
« ficent room, ſurrounded by attend- 
40 ants, and Piercy before me, holding 


cc my hand. 891 


FELL 1 ſhrieked, and called upon Hen- 
FI) He lefr me to my deſpair „tell- 


3 ing 


* cc 


cc 


KC 


.cc 
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ing me coldly, If I did not behave 


with more kindneſs, he ſhould make 
his own conditions; and ordered the 
women to let me have my own way 
in any thing reaſonable, but be ſure 


to watch me cloſe. 


"CI ſoon as he was gone, I inſiſted 


upon being conducted to the top of 
the caſtle. They denied me at firſt, 


but finding me poſitive, complied. 


« The night was the moſt tem- 


peſtuous 1 ever knew: the livid 
lightning flaſhed, and the loud 


thunder rolled! my brain kept pace 


M2 with 


cc 


rr 0 


with the diſordered elements, and J 


raved till quite exhauſted, 


« At length I made a deſperate at- 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 
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tempt to fling myſelf from one of 
the battlements, but was preyented, 
and ſome bore me to my apartment, 
while others ran to acquaint Piercy, 
with what had paſſed, 


« Hecame; enyious pleaſure ſpark- 
led in his eyes; and, after ſummon- 
ing his attendants, he compelled me 
to follow him to a vaulted dungeon: 
there ! chained to the ground, lay 
my huſband ! | 5 
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bs, * 


I ran, and tried to raiſe him; but 


cc 


(c 


cc 


ce 


rc 
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he puſhed me from him ; called me 
the contriver of his diſhonor, and 
the curſe that had ruined him. 


« ] ſaw Piercy had endeavoured to 
imbibe the thought,” that I had 


wronged him: I therefore pitied 


his error, and ſtrove to remove it. 


« The vile Piercy endeavoured, by 
words artfully termed, to perſuade 


me to leave him; but finding me 


obdurate, he ordered his archers to - 


bend their bows againſt the breaſt 
of Henry. 


M 3 «I turn- 
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« I turned, and again embraced 
. him; Let this, my dear Lord, at 
« leaſt convince you of my innocence. 
„If 1 am not to live for you, [ 
« can, and will die! throw me again 
* from you, by theſe chains I'll hang, ; 
« and the ſame ſhaft ſhall pierce both 


c hearts! — 


For Piercy, let the world hear 
« and be ſurpriſed; that a knight, 
« renowned in England's annals, and 
great in defence of the Chriſtian 
te croſs ;—a warrior, famed in every 
« ſong, ſhould baſely ſlay an unarmed 


e knight 


« Tremble, 


ec 
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« Tremble, Piercy, leſt the ſhades 


of thy great anceſtors, from whom 
thou inheriteſt this caſtle, and thy 
name, ſhould rife and upbraid thee 
with breaking thoſe Jaws of hoſ- 


pitality, common humanity ſhould 


* teach thee to preſerve. 


« He ſcemed ſtung at my reproof; 


cc 
cc 
40 


ce 
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and would, no doubt, have proceed- 


ed to the execution of his intended . 
barbarity, but he was told his im- 


mediate preſence was neceſſary. 


« He leſt us, with orders for his 
ſervants to guard us ſtrictly till his 


return. 


« A preat 
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PRI ORT OP 
85 A great buſtle in the caſtle ſoon 
left us but ſlightly attended; and 


Henry being well ſatisfied of my 
innocence, L unſeen, diſengaged his 


arms from the chains: 


« He was no ſooner freed, than he 
ſnatched a ſword from one of the - 
guards, and threatened inſtant death 


to all that oppoſed him. 


« We gained the caſtle gate, and, 
to our great joy, found there ſome 
of our domeſtics, diſputing with 
Piercy; who denied our being in his 
caſtle. 


"0 My 
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« My huſband ſoon joined thoſe 


faithful adherents, and carried me 


off with them triumphantly. 


« Piercy having got additional 
numbers, and aided by de Courcy 


(a name which makes me almoſt 


ſhudder to think upon) purſued us. 


« Our attendants defended us with 


the utmoſt courage, and forced our 
aſſailants to fly; but not till de 
Courcy had met with the juſt re- 
ward of all his crimes. 


« My Henry received a wound, but 


not dangerous, and was conveyed 
here, 


/ 


« To 


ro PRIORY OF 

e To theſe good ſiſters we have 
« the greateſt obligations; their pious 
care and attention is without pre- 


% cedence,” 


4 
. 
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c HA P. XXXVI. 


HE ceaſed, and the amiable Julia 
— paid a tribute of filial tears to the 
memory of a father, though a cruel . 
one. When Lord Raby and Edmund 
came, a pleafing ſcene took place, in 
meeting with his beloved ſiſter, and in 
her huſband a much valued friend. 
Lord 


r 0 

Lord Manſton took upon him to 
acquaint the King, his uncle, with the 
treachery of Pietcy; and the death of 
de Courcy. The King approved the 
end of the latter, and ordered Piercy to 
be confined to his caſtle, during his 
royal pleaſure; He told Manſton how 
much he upbraided himſelf for forfeit- 
ing his promiſe to Raby, and aſcribed 
to that the unhappy fate of his daugh- 
ter. He ſent Raby a grant for all de 
Courcy' s fortune, in right of his wite, 


and wiſhed cem every happineſs 


As ſoon as Earl . wound 
was cured, they went to take poſſeſſion 
of de Courcy's eſtate, in Wales. 


Julia 
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Julia took particular delight in 
chewing them the beauties of the place, 
as they recurred to her mind. She 
took Laura to her little garden: but, 
with what rapture did ſhe view her 
roſe-tree, yet living: there were a few 
flowers on it, which ſhe gathered with 
pleaſure not to be deſcribed, 


My dear Laura,” ſaid ſhe, <how- 
ever trifling, yet, how pleaſing is the 
.< renewal of paſt happineſs 1 I can now 
look back with tranſport to the for- 
< tunate accident that firſt endeared 
e your brother to my inexperienced 
« heart; and reflect with the ſame ſen- 


4e ſation upon this little plant, as pre- 


=_— 


& ſerying his idea yet more ſtrongly in 


.6y my 


a PRIORT OF 


* my mind.: my attachment has not 


«© been capable of being weakened, 


CC 
cc 


8 


by time or adverſity; and may 
the ſame conſtancy be yet my boaſt 


in ae 


8 „Heaven grant it may, cried Raby. 


"06> 
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advancing ; may we both ceaſe to 
exiſt, when we cenle to love each 
other :---but, my dear Julia, the 
good old Earl of Manſton has ſent 
for his ſon, and J fear he has not 


ce long to live, we muſt return imme- 


N 10 diately. 


Julia took a haſty leave of 'her fa- 


vorite abode, and they travelled with all 
5 Poſſible expedition to Manſton Caſtle. 


The 
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The good earl lived to ſee and bleſs _ 
them all; and ſending his dying re- 
queſt. to his wife, that ſhe would ſuffer 
him to be intered at Morven, expired 
in the arms of his ſon. Their grief was 
unfeigned for this loſs, and Edmund 
acquainted his mother. She received 
the news with pious firmneſs, .and gave 


| permiſſion to inter him in the chapel. 


After Lord Manſton had laid in 5 
great ſtate ſome days, at Manſton 
Caſtle, they propoſed to attend his 
hearſe. The bell was tolled : all na- 
ture ſeemed. to mourn a loſs 1 in Man- 
| ſton, and « crowds of weeping poor fol- 
Jowed his bier. 


% 
> * 
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At the entrance of che chapel, the... 
bes, and all her ſiſters, received he” 
* proceſſion, and conducted them 
with great ſolemnity to the grave; and 
after watering it with pious tears, eich 


returned to the xeſpedive, meg. | Fd : 


* 


Lady Manitan, while ge inet bh 
.mmained, as the ever had dene, a 


* " 
ry 


99 0 ere, for dee 


Lord Raby, and his friends, with 


je charming wives, were univerſal ly 
eſteemed, and lived a long ſeries of 


.years, happy . in the ſociety of each 
other; and, at their deaths, in a 2 


old age, left heirs to inherit their titles 
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